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being respectable scholars and 
having outstanding leadership. 
Thirty-six young men received 
one of these awards. Towards 
the end of the conference, the 
boys headed outside and 
competed against one another 
in games of kickball, football, 
basketball. After the event, I 
know that some of the young 
men felt more than just 
empowered but excited and 
inspired just as I did. At our 
school where African 
American and Latino young 
men make up roughly 30% of 
our entire student body 
population, the positive effects 
of this conference did and 
continue to resonate  
throughout the Montera 
community. 

Betsy DeVos, billionaire 
philanthropist and politician is 
the new Secretary of 
Education. DeVos was 
assigned by President Trump 
and has some questionable 
opinions. During a hearing she 
was asked what her policies 
about gun control would be 
and she answered with a 
statement claiming that guns 
should remain in schools to 
defend against grizzly bears. 
Many are nervous about what 
she will do. DeVos is a wealthy 
businesswoman, who is 
Republican and very private 
school oriented. Some argue 
(continued on Page 2…) 

The quote above was the theme 
for the 2017 Brother to Brother 
conference last Friday. The 
Brother to Brother conference is 
an annual event held at Montera. 
The conference is meant to 
empower young men of Latino 
and African American descent. 
This year's conference consisted 
of special guests such as John 
Sasaki; OUSD Director of 
communications, Josh Johnson; 
Backup QB for the New York 
Giants and more motivational 
speakers. “I enjoy seeing so many 
black males in one place 
together” said Leon Sykes, this 
year’s host. 8th graders, Mahda 
Fallay read a motivational speech 
while Byron Williams performed 
his last inspirational rap at 
Montera. “Even though I’m white 
I just wanted to support the Black 
community” said 8th grader, Ian 
Prchlik who attended the event. 
Later, awards were given to 
students for having character, 

restroom that matches their sex 
assigned at birth, since it could 
get them in trouble if they do not. 
The gender neutral bathroom(s) 
could help with gender dysphoria, 
which is a term describing the 
unique feeling of anxiety a trans 
person gets that associates them 
with the gender that they were 
assigned at birth. Gender neutral 
bathrooms will not only be very 
good for the school’s LGBTQ+ 
community, but also the rest of 
the community. These bathrooms 
could make the school’s non-
LGBTQ+ community more open 
when it comes to trans and gender 
non-conforming people and 
identities. 

Letter From the Editors
Hello and thank you for picking up 
our very first copy of the Toro 
Times! Our goal is to spread 
interesting stories all over Montera, 
bi-weekly. So without further ado, 
here is Montera Middle School’s 
very first newspaper. We are the 
Toro Times, by students and always 
for the students.  

- Editors: Grace Gulli, Morgan 
Stone & Silvia Kambouridis 

Gender Neutral 
Bathrooms Next Year!  
By: Rosa Gutierrez, Sabrina Boerner and 

Silver Sandingo 

Recently at Montera, there have 
been announcements to add gender 
neutral bathrooms to the school. 
This benefits students apart of the 
LGBTQ+ community in feeling 
more comfortable to be who they 
are in their daily agenda. “I want to 
put (the bathrooms) in this year 
because it’s the law and it’s three 
years past due” said Principal 
Avent. In a student’s teenage years, 
many are prone to question their 
identity. A number of students end 
up identifying as a different gender 
than the one they were assigned at 
birth. A large number of these 
students are unable to express their 
gender identity for a number of 
reasons including unsupportive 
parents or fear of negative 
responses from their peers. Gender 
neutral bathrooms would provide a 
safe space for the trans and gender 
non-conforming students so they 
don’t have to go to a restroom that 
doesn’t match their gender identity.  
A lot of trans and gender non-
conforming youth feel like they 
have to use the  

“I am my ancestors wildest dreams”  
4th annual Brother to Brother Conference 

By: Naphtali Okpanachi 

A story on Betsy DeVos
By: Catalina Elginsmith 

What’s with the grizzlies?
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Ms. Schooley is a 7th grade history 
teacher. As a kid, Ms.Schooley 
loved history and her dream job has 
always been to be a teacher. Her first 
grade teacher made teaching look so 
fun, she was then inspired to be one. 
She went to Temple and American 
Universities. Graduating college was 
her proudest moment. She graduated 
from both colleges with many 
degrees including a Masters in 
Education and certificate in Italian. 
She was a student teacher at KCAPA 
in Northeast Philadelphia before she 
moved out to the Bay Area.  

Ms.Schooley’s goal for her students 
is to help them develop an 
appreciation for learning and history. 
She wants her students to show how 
history connects to today, make a 
claim and support it with evidence. 
She has to respond with  

Whats with the grizzlies?
(continued from Page 1…) 

that because neither DeVos or her 
children went to public school she is 
unqualified. DeVos’s main focus 
seems to be giving families a chance 
at better schools. She wants to limit 
public school funding so that she 
can provide more scholarships and 
financial aid for low income families 
to get a better choice of where their 
children go to school. For public 
schools in California, 9% of funding 
comes from federal taxes. That is a 
small amount in the grand scheme of 
things. Despite much of the uproar 
against DeVos and her outrageous 
hearings there is a chance that she 
could actually change the ways 
schools run. In California we won’t 
be affected as much because we get 
most of our public funding from the 
state. However, other state’s schools 
could change. The reason we 
students should care is because 
under DeVos’s authority, public and 
private schools may have to 
compete for funding. 

Sports  

- Toro’s Girls Black Soccer Team 
won 8-0 against Frick Middle.  

- Toro’s Girls Yellow Soccer 
Team won 6-0 to Urban Promise 
Academy.  

- Toro’s Boys Soccer Team won 
2-0 against Claremont with the 
assistance of Girl’s Soccer Team 
Yellow because of a player 
shortage.  

- Bruins Boys Basketball won all 
five games in Reno tournament.  

Upcoming Events  

- Crab Feed 2/25: Calling all 8th 
graders and their families! 
Montera is hosting a fundraiser 
for the Washington DC/ NYC 
class trip this Saturday! Dinner 
is $40/adults and only $15/
children. 

- 4.0 Pizza Party 3/1: Are you a 
4.0 student? Come celebrate 
with pizza, drinks and Mr. Avent 
on Wednesday! See you there!  

- On February 19th, Malaysia’s      
North Korean Ambassador, Kim 
Jong Un’s half-brother was 
poisoned and killed. 

- Are we one step closer to going 
to space? Tesla and SpaceX 
founder, Elon Musk launched a 
rocket this month to promote his 
idea of getting humans into 
space without going through 
endless amounts of training. 

- For three hours on Monday, the 
United Kingdom’s British 
Lawmakers were debating 
whether or not to withdraw their 
invitation of President Trump’s 
visitation. Although British 
lawmakers continue to debate 
whether to ban him, many 
London residents don’t support 
his visit.  

how the students act. If they 
exceed the expectations than 
they can work at a higher level. 
Her personal goals are to travel 
more, learn about the world and 
try new things. She has already 
traveled to Italy, Spain, France, 
Germany, Estonia  and more. 
She is a visual learner so she 
likes to learn through images. 
Ms. Schooley studied art history 
which really helped her in 
understanding how an artist in 
history felt when they made a 
piece. Ms.Schooley teaches 
similarly to how she likes to 
learn, through visual aids, 
presentations and hands-on 
activities. 

Ms.Schooley’s hobbies include 
running, practicing yoga, 
reading, traveling, and watching 
Netflix! She moved to Oakland 
because she loved the scenery of 
the Bay Area and SF housing 
was too expensive. This is her 
second year at Montera. 

Newspaper Team! 
Maxwell Stern - President  

Silvia Kambouridis - Editor  

Morgan Stone - Editor  

Grace Gulli - Editor  

Catalina Elginsmith- Upcoming Events 

Casey Shea Dinkin - News Editor  

Naphtali Okpanachi - Sports Editor 

Semaj Maxwell - Tech/ Secretary  

Dasha Wohlfarth - Student Reporter 

Isabella Williams - Student Reporter  

Linda Velazquez  - Student Reporter  

Sabrina Boerner - Student Reporter  

Siena Killpatrick- Student Reporter   

Silver  Sandingo - Student Reporter  

Stella Cardoso - Student Reporter   

Rosa Gutierrez  - Student Reporter  

Yacine Seck - Student Reporter  

Thanks to Ms. Berger & Mr. Kevin!  

 Special Interview with  Ms. Schooley 
By: Siena Killpatrick 

By: Stella Cardoso & Dasha Wohlfarth 

By: Yacine Seck

By: Isabella Williams 

World News


